A GUIDE FOR UMPIRES OF FUTURE FERNS NETBALL
The umpires role at this level of the game is coach as well as umpire.  Umpires should demonstrate understanding and apply the rules in a gentle, non aggressive manner that helps players learn the rules.
The aim is to promote a flowing game with minimum whistle and to ensure fair contest, fairplay and the safety of all players.  To achieve this umpires need to:

· Relax the 3 second rule (up to 6 seconds) to allow players time to gain their balance and make decisions – which takes longer at this level!

· Relax the Footwork rule; allow players to gain balance, not progress down court.

· Relax the Replayed rule; particularly in wet, cold weather

· Enforce the Obstruction rule to allow players to get their passes away to promote a flowing game.  The distance allowed is 1.2m.

· Enforce the Contact rule.

· Do not penalise for incorrect throw-ins, instead explain to players if needed.

· Allow players a moment to get back ‘on-side’. Penalise if player remains in an off-side area and impacts on the non-offending team.

· Guide players on the rules relating to toss-ups to help players take their correct positions.

· Explain all decisions using simple language.

· Encourage all players on both teams by acting in a supportive, warm manner.

· Encourage quick replacement of an injured player if necessary.  Play to resume as quickly as possible after ensuring injured player is in no danger of further injury.

As players improve and develop their skills, less modification will be required.
